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Our Opinion: March 23, 2010

The Americus Times-Recorder 

City of Americus does fair thing with water drainage issue

The City of Americus
has considered a
number of options for
raising money to
repair its water
drainage system. The
Mayor and City
Council held a public
forum March 15 to
discuss the option
they believe is the
most fair for the city.

The proposal doesn’t
raise taxes for
anyone; Mayor Barry Blount said the Council chose not to raise taxes
because schools and churches would be exempt, but they’re still a part
of the system that creates damage to drainage pipes because they
have impervious surfaces.

The average water bill for home owners and renters will increase by $4
if the Council approves this option, which is, we believe, a drop in the
bucket compared to what businesses will be required to pay — and this
will be every business, including churches and schools. The bill will be
determined by how much impervious surface the building has.

The City has determined there are at least 67 problematic areas that
need to be fixed so flooding stops occurring after it rains, and can’t
afford to do so without raising water rates.

The City found the need for 12 drainage capital improvement projects
(CIP,) which will cost around $1.8 million, 15 water quality CIP, which
will cost the City $1.95 million and 40 drainage system operation and
maintenance projects, which will cost Americus half a million dollars,
which, when totaled, comes to $4.2 million.

These projects are focused primarily on government-owned property,
but will directly benefit homeowners down-stream from government-
owned land, according to Senior Water Quality Program Manager
Ronald Feldner with Ecological Solutions Feldner.

In Fiscal Year 2008 (FY08,) Feldner said the cost of service (COS) was
$425,000, but the future COS to repair and maintain everything, would
be $820,000, which is based on a five-year average.

That number was based on a coordination increase of $76,000, an
operation and maintenance increase of $65,000 and a CIP increase of
$287,000. That’s an 82 percent increase in operation and maintenance
and CIP. But, most of the money would be used for labor and parts,
Feldner said, “not for people pushing paper in an office.”

We would like to give kudos to the City of Americus for finding the
fairest way of raising this money. By not raising Americus’ taxes,
thereby charging schools and churches, too, they’ve done a great job of
helping Americus citizens in a time of economic disaster.
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Pemberton Truck Lines is
hiring professional truck
drivers
* Regional Freight
* Competitive
Pay/Benefits
* Home Most Weekends
* Min. 1 year MORE >>

OPPORTUNITY 
We need motivated
people! Must be willing to
learn and be trained to be
a part of this well
established company No
experience necessary,
outstanding income
potential, professional
MORE >>

 
View All
Employment Ads

 
  

 

 

This "Premium Position"
for your classified ad call
1.800-600-4838 - "The
Classified Marketplace"

 View All Vehicles
 
  

 

 

GORGEOUS 1BD/1BA
APARTMENT private
entrance through elegant
foyer. Wood floors
throughout. Kitchen &
Bath Recently Remodeled
with updated decor. Large
laundry room. Located in
Historic District Americus,
MORE >>

 
View All Homes for
Sale

 
  

 

 

LAKE BLACKSHEAR, 31ft,
5th wheeler, 2 slide outs,
2006 model. Large
screened room on side
and 20ft screened room
on front looking at the
river. Very nicely furnished
with 2 TVs, bass boat with
trailer, MORE >>

MINI SCHNAUZER, CKC. 4
months old, salt & pepper
male, FULLY vaccinated,
fresh haircut, crate
w/beds and travel carrier,
and tons of toys and
accessories!!! Housebroken
and very sweet and
loving. MORE >>

 
View All Stuff for
Sale
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Georgia Bankruptcy
Do You Qualify for Chapter 7? Understand How It
Can Help You
www.Chapter7.com

HUD Foreclosed Homes
Find HUD Foreclosed Homes w/ Our Online
Database ($1/7Day Trial).
www.UltraForeclosures.com

Dont File Bankruptcy
See If You Are Eligible For The New Credit Relief
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www.CreditReductionProgram.com
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